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mains), with Hungary (Trianon), with Bulgaria (Neuilly) and
Turkey (Sevres).
§ 187. disillusionment.—The settlement may have been
the best that could be devised in the prevailing circumstances,
but it was followed by a general feeling of disappointment and
anxiety. Even while the Conference was sitting a Supreme
Economic Council had to be appointed to organise relief for the
starving populations of central Europe, where the wastage of
war had been followed by the collapse of all government.
Germany was driven to the verge of despair. With the physical
strength of her people so depleted by years of semi-starvation
that eighty per cent, of her children suffered from rickets ; with
her industries crippled by lack of raw materials and disorganised
by the war ; shorn of her merchant shipping and of some of
her most productive provinces, she was now called upon to pay
so colossal an indemnity that the amount could hardly be ex-
pressed in figures.
Moreover, the League of Nations, which seemed to be man-
kind's best hope for a happier future, was crippled from birth.
Its chief apostle, President Wilson, made a tragic error of judg-
ment by appealing for a party victory in the American elections
of November 1918. The United States had been dragged into
the war in defiance of its " isolationist" traditions, and Americans
feared that the proposed League would weaken their sacred
" Monroe Doctrine " (N46). Thus, when Wilson's election
campaign implied that Republicans were less patriotic than
Democrats, the revulsion of feeling was such that his position was
undermined in both Houses of Congress. The Senate refused to
ratify the Treaty of Versailles ; and as the Treaty included (by
Wilson's own design) the Covenant of the League, this vote had
the effect of a refusal to take any part in that organisation.
Wilson started on a speech-making tour to try to win over public
opinion, but was struck down by sickness, and died a few years
later, a broken-hearted man. He was succeeded by a Republican
President who personified America's return to " normalcy."

